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For many years, people have told stories about robots that can 
perform the jobs of humans. These machines can help us live better 
lives. You can see such robots in movies.

The first movie robot was shown in a film made in 1924. In the movie, 
robots were made to free humans from mundane tasks. Sometimes, 
they act like friends. Is a world of robots just a dream?

Robots are now a part of real life. However, robots have only been around for about 
50 years. Before robots could be made, scientists had to invent a type of “brain” for 
them. That happened when people created computer chips. Many robots also have 
sensors inside them. The sensors help robots “see” light and “feel” walls or things in 
their paths. Sensors also help by recognizing commands given to robots by people. 
Commands tell a robot to move in one way or another. By moving in these ways, a 
robot can do a specific job. What kinds of jobs do people give to robots?

Just like the robots in the 1924 movie, robots today can do repetitive tasks without 
getting fatigued. They paint things, make car parts, place food in boxes, and even build 
computer chips too!

Robots are programmed to do jobs that are dangerous for people. Robots can take 
apart bombs. Robots can crawl into pipes to see if something is blocking the flow of 
water. Scientists have even built a robot that can enter into a volcano to collect rock 
samples.

And, robots have helped explore deep underwater places and very cold places 
where humans cannot go. The Mars rover is a robot that works on the planet Mars. What 
other jobs could people give to robots in the future?

In the future, we will have robots that know how to handle different objects around 
them. These robots will know that a book cannot break easily, but an egg can. They will 
be able to learn new things.

They will be able to communicate with people. They will recognize human emotions. 
They will be able to cook, talk on the phone, and write. With robots like these, our lives 
may become more and more like the science fiction movies of the past.

A World of Robots

mundane: boring; repetitive
sensor: something that responds to light and sound 
command: an order given 
fatigued: tired

3.RI.4, 3.RI.5, 3.RI.10, 3.RF.4, 3.L.4
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Name ___________________________________

Answer the questions.

 1. What helps a robot “see” or “feel” things?

 A. samples

 B. dreams

 C. sensors

 D. fingers

Write T for true or F for false.

 2. _______ Robots can get tired doing their jobs.

 3. _______ Scientists made a robot that walks into volcanoes.

 4. _______ Robots have computer chips that work like brains.

 5. List three things that robots may be able to do in the future.

 _________________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________________

 6. Circle the verbs.

   paint robot learn

   real build crawl

   task movie walk 

 7. Choose two words from the vocabulary box under your story. Use them each in a 
sentence.

 _________________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________________

 8. Explain how your life might change if you had a robot. Write your answer on another 
sheet of paper.

A World of Robots

3.RI.1, 3.RI.4, 3.RI.7, 3.W.2
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