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TEACHER

Ordinal Numbers INSTRUCTIONS

In this unit, students will learn ordinal numiers 1st—10th and ordinal number words
“first” through “tenth’

Objectives
« Students will identify ordinal numbers.

« Students will correspond ordinal numbers with visual representations.

Definition
ordinal numbers — numbers that represent the paosition of something in a series

Getting Students Motivated

= Introduce ordinal numbers to students by having five students line up at the
front of the room. Ask the seated students to point to the student at the front,
back, and middle of the line. Explain that there are words that describe the
position that each student is in. Write the following ordinal number words in
a row on the board: “first] “second,’ “third,’ “fourth,” and “fifth” Students may
write these ordinal number words on a sentence strip for easier identification.
Explain that these ordinal number words can also be written with combinations
of numbers and letters. Write the following ordinal numbers under the
corresponding ordinal number words on the board: “1st] “2nd;" “3rd," “4th,’
and “5th’ Have the seated students say what position each standing student
is in using the ordinal numbers. Then, have the students switch places in the
line, and repeat the activity.

« Have students form pairs. Have each pair find five objects and place them in
a row on a desk. Instruct each pair to write the ordinal number words “first”
through “fifth” on index cards, writing only one word on each card. Have the
pair place the cards in order under the five objects. Check each pair's work
to ensure correct ordering. Then, tell the pairs to leave their objects in order,
pick up their cards, and move to another pair's desk. Each pair will place its
cards in order under the new five objects. Have your class repeat this activity
as needed for additional practice with ordinal numbers.

= Have ten students each take off one shoe. Place the shoes side by side at the
front of the room. Explain that the shoes are in an order. Have the students
identify the first, second, third, fourth, and fifth shoe. Then, ask students what
positions the rest of the shoes are in. Explain that these shoes are in the sixth,
seventh, eighth, ninth, and tenth positions. Write these ordinal number words
on the board. Then, write the following ordinal numbers under the corresponding
ordinal number words on the board: "6th,” “7th; “8th; “9th;” and “10th’”
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~

« Set up stations in the room with groups of five to ten objects at each station.
Make each object within o station slightly different. For example, you might
use five crayons that are each a different color. Place the objects at each
station in a row. Write ordinal number words on index cards, writing only one
word on each card. Place one index card at each station. Have the students
identify the object in that position at each station. You might want to write @
clue at each station as well to help the students identify the correct object.
For example, you might write on an index card, “fourth (blue)’ Have students
go to each station, identify the object, and then move to the next station. You
can have students record their answers on paper, check their answers visually,
or self-assess their answers by marking the correct object in some way.

Any of the activities included in this unit can be used as toke-home components,
but pages 55 and 57 are the best activities to use.

A parent letter follows this page. Send this letter home to students’ parents to
inform them of the purpose of the ordinal numbers unit and how they can help
reinforce the skill with their children.
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